INTRODUCTION

Mycoplasma columborale, Mycoplasma columbinum
and M. columbinasale are recognised pigeon species of mycoplasma. They have been recovered from pigeons in Britain (8, 4, 3) . There appears to be no previous report of their isolation in Nigeria. During an investigation into the role of wild birds in the epidemiology of chronic respiratory disease of chickens, a small number of pigeons were screened culturally for mycoplasmas.
METHODS
Six pigeons (Columba livia var. domestica) showing respiratory symptoms were selected from a batch of fifty pigeons in a local market in Zaria, Nigeria. They were killed with chloroform and examined post mortem. Swabs were taken aseptically from the oropharynx, trachea, lungs and air sacs.
Mycoplasma culture
The medium used was that described by Frey et al. (2) . Yeastolate (Difco laboratories, Detroit, Michigan, USA) was used instead of Baker's yeast extract. Cystine hydrochloride and nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide (NAD) enrichments (as recommended for avian mycoplasmas) were added.
Mycoplasma identification
Mycoplasma-like isolates on agar were cloned and subjected to biochemical tests, namely: glucose and arginine utilisation tests and serum requirement test. Speciation of isolates was done by the growth-inhibition test of Clyde (1) and the epiimmunofluorescence test (6).
RESULTS
Mycoplasma species were isolated from all six birds (Table I) In Nigeria, pigeons are kept for consumption or as pets. These pigeons and other wild birds are regularly found near poultry farms in and around Zaria where they come to feed. In many instances they gain access to the feeding troughs of chickens (personal observation). It is therefore possible that pigeons and wild birds play a major role in the spread of poultry pathogens from one farm to another. The fact that M. columborale and M. columbinum species, thought to be specific for pigeons, have also been isolated from chickens (5) is evidence of contact between pigeons and chickens. The inability to isolate MS and MG from the sick pigeons may be due to technical problems, because pathogenic mycoplasmas are more difficult to isolate than commensals. Therefore it would be necessary to screen large numbers of pigeons serologically and culturally for known poultry pathogenic mycoplasmas in order fully to establish their prevalence, and the role of pigeons in the spread and maintenance of these organisms in the environment. 
